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2- Water Evaluation and Planning System (WEAP)
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1- Soil and Water Assessment Tool (SWAT)
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Figure 1- General Framework for quantitative and qualitative management of water resources
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Table 1- The effect of A2 climate change scenario by applying the protection policy of limiting the consumption of
groundwater resources on the amount of water available in different areas during the period 2011-2039

& Wlhao 83945 (p) p+A2+sl
Case study (m®) (m3)
(Najafabad) sl 16508 13520
(North Mahyar) Jis jlge 11945 10551
(Lenjanat) el 11730 9510
(Koohpayeh-Segzi) (¢ ;%w—aslass 13630 11837
(Esfahan-Borkhar) s - - laduol 15335 13111
(Ben-saman) Lol 11842 9711

suis sbaassl, Lo
Source: Research findings
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Table 2- Water allocation between different consumer sectors in Zayandehrood Basin

b.ﬁ.&sd’aﬂ du‘ ,AOU > 3
User

G dpas A dpae

(Urban) o,
(Agriculture) ;j,5Les
(Industry) cucs

(Total) o iz S

Currentuse Optimal use
(MCM) (MCM)
334 321
3615 2509
152 104
4101 2934

suios sbaansl, 1L
Source: Research findings
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Table 3- The effect of climate change and the implementation of water conservation policies on farmers' program yields

(million rials per hectare)

o/ e 0393 P A2+sl  A2+sl+s2 A2+sl+s2+s3
Case study
(Najafabad) sbiciss 73 68(-%7)  68(-%7) 59(-%19)
(North Mahyar) Jles ke 22 19(-%14) 36(-%64)  27(+%23)
(Lenjanat) el 49  45(-%8) 45(-%8) 35(-%29)
(Koohpayeh-Segzi) ¢ ;5w-alas 58 58(0) 61(+%5) 53(-%09)
(Esfahan-Borkhar) jlos - kéo!l 71 68(-%4)  77(+%8) 66(-%7)
(Ben-saman) ;lobu— 82  78(-%5) 78(-%5) 71(-%13)
(Total basin) avg> JS ggoee 62 59(-%5) 62(0) 53(-%15)
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Source: Research findings
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Table 4- Effect of Climate Change and Application of Water Resources Protection Policies on Economic Efficiency of Water
Consumption (Rials per m°)

o Wlba 039000 P A2+sl  A2+sl+s2  A2+sl+s2+s3
Case study
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(Lenjanat) bl 4199 4728 4728 3273
(Koohpayeh-Segzi) s 5w—alasS 4600 4922 5261 6425
(Esfahan-Borkhar) jlss - kéwl 5567 5186 7516 7117
(Ben-saman) ;lobu—cy 11391 10495 10495 9495
(Total basin) asgs JS g90xe 5209 5283 6002 5901

Source: Research findings
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Table 5- Results of calibration and validation of nitrate losses in Varzaneh station

(Test) o905

(R?) (s sy

(NS) St i
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(North Mahyar)  sc,lzel

0.72 0.70
0.68 0.65
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Source: Research findings
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Table 6- Total crop erea, Cost of Nitrate losses and Cross margin in economic optimal pattern and bio-economic
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Figure 3- Optimal Cropping pattern and modern irrigation technology in the cases study
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Introduction: The increase in water demand and the expansion of water pollution due to the development of
agricultural, urban and industrial activities have led to a serious risk of water quality in many places. Therefore,
its rational and logical management has become very difficult and complicated. In recent decades, concerns
about water pollution from agricultural activities and its consequences have been growing. The existing
regulations are not sufficient to limit the water pollution of the agricultural sector and to achieve the desired
environmental consequences. Thus, economic tools have increasingly been proposed as an affordable way to
limit pollution. Therefore, the side effects of water consumption in agriculture are vital issues for controlling and
managing water pollution. The recent challenges in water resources of the Zayandehroud basin have led to the
fact that this area has not been safe from water pollution and also the supply of high quality water is a major
challenge in this basin. Therefore, providing a purposeful cropping pattern by reducing the side effects of water
pollution caused by agricultural activities for the Zayandehroud basin can play an effective role in the
quantitative and qualitative management of watershed resources.

Materials and Methods: In this study, the water resources management system of Zayandehroud basin has
been modeled based on a multi-objective programming model. This model includes hydrological functions, land
allocation, resource transfer and exploitation capacities, and the objective function is to maximize the net present
value of the total benefits at the basin level. Also, the amount of water available in different sub-basins, the crop
yield and net water requirements was simulated using the WEAP model for the 2040 horizon. This data was used
as input in the economic model. In the next step, the side effects of water pollution are estimated and internalized
in the economic model using permissible limit of water pollution in constraint and the cost of water pollution in
the objective function. The mechanism designed to internalize the side effects of water pollution is simulated
using the SWAT model and added to the integrated water management model of the basin as environmental
constraint and cost of nitrate losses in objective function. Therefore, by comparing the results of these two
models, it is possible to evaluate the internalization of the side effects of water pollution on farmers' livelihoods
and the cropping pattern in the basin.

Results and Discussion: Cropping pattern under basic conditions was applied in WEAP software for
different regions. Yield and net water requirements of products were simulated using MABIA tools. The results
were extracted by each region and then estimated at basin level. The results of the optimal cropping pattern after
simulating the hydrological parameters of the basin showed that the gross margin compared to the current
conditions for Najafabad, North Mahyar, Lenjanat, Kuhpayeh-Segzi, Isfahan-Borkhar and Ben-Saman regions
was 14, 5, 15,18, 15 and 20 million Rials per hectare, respectively. The increase in the share of irrigation
technologies in the economic model compared to the current model for Najafabad, Lenjanat, Kuhpayeh-Segzi,
Isfahan-Borkhar and Ben-Saman regions was 40, 57, 35, 45 and 91 percent, respectively.Therefore, it can be
expected that by changing the cropping pattern and also increasing the use of new irrigation systems, it is
possible to improve the livelihood of farmers in the basin according to the current and future hydrological
conditions. But these changes have increased the side effects of pollution on the basin. Therefore, it is necessary
to provide a model that, in addition to improving the benefit, also reduces the cost of nitrate losses. The results of
the optimal bioeconomic model indicate that with the application of this model, the rate of gross margin and the
cost of nitrate losses have been obtained at 58 and 28 million Rials per hectare, respectively. Comparison of this
model and the optimal economic model shows that farmers' gross margin and nitrate losses have decreased about
3 and 2 million Rials per hectare, respectively. Comparison of the current and optimal bioeconomic model also
shows that while improving the gross margin by 12 million Rials, the rate of nitrate losses below the allowable
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level in the basin can be realized.

Conclusion: Zayandehroud basin is one of the most important watersheds in the country, which is facing the
challenge of quantitative and qualitative water shortages. The main purpose of this study is to quantitatively and
qualitatively manage water resources and evaluate the consequences of internalizing the side effects of water
pollution on this type of management. The results of the study showed that using the optimal economic cropping
pattern will increase the farmers' gross margin and improve their livelihoods. Also, comparing the results of the
economic model with the multi-objective bioeconomic model showed that considering the side effects of water
resources pollution in some areas is effective and in others is ineffective. Therefore, it is recommended that in
future studies, considering the effective role of different policies in the field of water resources quality, the
effects of different scenarios of climate change, drought, population growth, etc. be examined and analyzed.

Keywords: Hydrological simulation, Integrated bioeconomic model, Optimal cropping pattern, Water
pollution
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